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APRIL 4

ST ISIDORE, BISHOP OF SEVILLE

(A.D. 606)

[From his works and those of SS Braulio and Ildefonse, his disciples. His life, compiled bv
Luke, Bishop of Tuy, in Galicia, in 1236, extant in Mabillon, Saec. Ben. ii., shows not that
accuracy and judgment which we admire in the books of that author against the Albigenses*
nor is it here made use of.]

ST ISIDORE is honoured in Spain as the most illustrious doctor of tkt
church, in which God raised him, says St Braulio,1 to stem the torrent
of barbarism and ferocity which everywhere followed the arms of the
Goths, who had settled themselves in that kingdom in 412.   The eighth
great council of Toledo, fourteen years after his death, styles him " the
excellent doctor, the late ornament of the Catholic Church, the most
learned man, given to enlighten the latter ages, always to be named with
reverence,"   The city Carthagena was the place of his birth, which his
parents, Severian and Theodora, persons of the first quality in the kingdom,
edified by the example of their extraordinary piety.    His two brothers,
Leander and Fulgentius,  bishops,  and his sister Florentina, are also
honoured among the saints.   Isidore having qualified himself in his youth
for the service of the church by an uncommon stock of virtue and learning,
assisted his brother, Leander, Archbishop of Seville, in the conversion of
the Visigoths from the Arian heresy.   This great work he had the happiness
to see perfectly accomplished by his indefatigable zeal and labours, which
he continued during the successive reigns of the kings Reccared, Liuba,
Witeric, Gundemar, Sisebut, and Sisemund.    Upon the decease of St
Leander, in 600 or 601, he succeeded him in the see of Seville.   He restored
and settled the discipline of the church of Spain in several councils, of all
of which he was the oracle and the soul.   The purity of their doctrine,
and the severity of the canons enacted in them, drawn up chiefly by him,
are incontestable monuments of his great learning and zeal   In the council
of Seville, in 619, in which he presided, he, in a public disputation, con-
vinced Gregory (a bishop of the Acephali) of his error, who was come over
from Syria;  and so evidently did he confute the Eutychian heresy that
Gregory upon the spot embraced the Catholic faith.   In 610, the bishops
of Spain, in a council held at Toledo, agreed to declare the archbishop of
that city Primate of all Spain, as, they say, he had always been acknow-
ledged; which decree King Gundemar confirmed by a law the same year,
and St Isidore subscribed the same.   Yet we find that in the fourth council
of Toledo, in 633, the most famous of all the synods of Spain, though
Justus, the Archbishop of Toledo, was present, St Isidore presided, not
by the privilege of his see, but on the bare consideration of his extra-

1 Praenot. lib. Isidor.